
Summer Reading 
Program 2019



Dear Educators,

As you may have heard, myON® has recently joined the Renaissance® family. The 
two innovative companies have combined to present you with one all-encompassing 
literacy solution! 
  
We want to give you the tools to help accelerate learning in your classrooms and 
provide resources to directly enhance the myON experience for you and your 
students. This toolkit includes educator resources, student engagement materials,  
and items to strengthen the school-to-home connection. Students will be able to take 
a deeper-dive into books they love while you, as educators, can explore new ideas to 
enhance the myON experience. 

Use social media to share your students’ reading successes and connect with  
other educators across the globe! Find us on Twitter @myONReader or  
@RenLearnUS and use the hashtag #myONAdventure2019 to share your success 
stories, best practices, and literacy tips as well as hear from your peers. 

Happy Reading! 

The Renaissance Team
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Planning an engaging summer reading program 
 
It takes a concentrated effort to plan and implement a summer reading program that engages 
schools, districts, and communities, and a dedicated team of collaborators to make it successful. 
Here is a sample step-by-step checklist for planning and implementing a summer reading  
program with myON®—whether you are launching it as a stand-alone summer reading  
program or integrating it into an existing summer learning initiative. Be sure to give your team and 
partners adequate lead time for each step in the process. 
Pre-Launch Planning 

• Partner with key stakeholders who have a shared vision and can contribute in meaningful ways 
to the success of the program. Meet to develop a project plan and goals.   

• Identify a project lead who will be responsible for organizing the program and keeping track of 
all the moving parts.

• Identify key champions in the stakeholder organizations to work with your team and the 
community-at-large in support of program goals.

• Identify the data contact who will be responsible for working with myON to establish student 
and staff accounts and ensure that the data contact is aware of information that will be 
needed for launch.  

• Establish a theme (can be a local theme or use the national myON summer reading campaign 
theme) and prepare all needed materials for outreach and program operations. This may 
include creating booklists along with reading and writing projects within the myON platform.  
Be sure they are appropriate for the various ages and grades served by the summer reading 
program partners.

• Set up committees to address specific needs and tasks—budget and funding, outreach and 
communication, activities and materials, monitoring and reports, etc.

• Reach out to community partners and identify a champion from each organization to be the 
liaison to the summer reading program. 

• Schedule workshops for partner organization staff, champions, and stakeholders to introduce  
the program and provide them with needed resources and materials. Follow up to ensure that 
their lead team members are comfortable coaching and mentoring other staff as needed.



Launch Planning

• Deploy your communications plan, which should include outreach to community libraries, 
community-based organizations like the United Way, Boys and Girls Clubs, Y’s, local fire and 
police departments, public housing authority, faith-based organizations, summer meals 
programs, local sports teams, local artistic community, local science/STEM community, etc.  

• Schedule a family engagement kickoff event to ensure that families get needed information to 
support their children’s participation, and establish a communications strategy for the summer 
that keeps them in the loop. 

• Establish the process and timetable for generating reports using tools within myON. 

• Reach out to community partner organizations to ensure that they have a process in place 
to coach and mentor their summer staff so they, in turn, have adequate support to fully 
implement the program. 

Campaign Launch and Implementation

• Deploy planned program activities.  

• Continue communication and outreach to program partners. 

• Monitor all program elements and document best practices as well as challenges and 
solutions.  

• Execute culminating activity or event. 

Post-Campaign Reflections

• Review all processes and program components.  

• Review data and reports, and share aggregated results with stakeholders and  
program partners.  

• Document needed adjustments for next summer.  

• Recognize and celebrate successes and best practices. 



Tried and true tips for your communications plan 
• Engage local celebrities and high-profile leaders as summer reading champions. This group 

may include the police or fire chief, local sports team coaches and players, personalities from 
the arts community, etc. who are willing to lend their time and energy to your communications 
efforts.  

•  Create a dedicated summer reading web page and put the link on all communications 
materials. Include all pertinent information about the program, plus a list of partner 
organizations along with their locations and contact information to speed the process of 
connecting families and kids to resources.  

• Set up a dedicated summer reading phone number. Record a message about the summer 
reading program, along with a list of local partners with their addresses and phone numbers. 
This will allow you to connect interested parties with summer program partners in a timely  
and efficient manner, so they can get their children reading as quickly as possible!  

• Get social by using your organization’s Facebook and Twitter accounts on a regular basis. 
Begin with pre-launch announcements, continue throughout the summer with highlights 
and updates, all the way to end-of-program messaging and a preview of what’s coming next 
summer. Remember to establish a unique hashtag for your summer reading program.  

• Print flyers and posters. Distribute them to partners and throughout the community in  
high-visibility areas for children and families. Customize them for the various partners and/or 
list all partners on one community-wide poster.  

• Develop an email campaign to launch and share highlights with partners and stakeholders. 
Add a P.S. request for recipients to forward along to other interested parties and colleagues, 
and invite them to post the news on their organizational websites and social media accounts.  

• Write news releases to announce the launch, celebrate a noteworthy event, and share 
culminating information at the end of the summer. Distribute them to print, broadcast, and 
electronic media that cover your community.  

• Seed local radio interviews with commercial and public broadcasting stations to talk about 
your summer reading program. Include both a school or district representative and a program 
partner if possible.  



• Purchase billboards in strategic locations within your community to announce and reinforce 
the summer reading message. Use the same artwork that appears on your flyers and posters 
for consistency. OR feature a local champion with your reading message, and include a text or 
graphical element that ties it back to your program.  

• Develop PSAs for local print and broadcast media with your message. Enlist the support of 
local reading champions to be featured and deliver the message in their own words. Ask media 
outlets to run the messages all summer long.  

• Host a launch event in a public location such as the park, civic center auditorium, sports arena, 
etc. Invite local reading champions like the police chief, sports figures, local artists, writers, 
and performers, to join you and kick off a summer of reading. Announce your reading goal and 
challenge the community to help students meet it.  

• Invite local media to visit a summer program site and write about it. These “brights” are an 
important element for local media and may be picked up and distributed more widely by 
regional and national media, too. Be sure that student release forms are in order for any child 
interviewed or photographed.  

Remember to provide messaging geared for families and community members in English and other 
languages spoken within your neighborhoods to make the information easily accessible for all.



Getting set up with myON® Reader   
It is that time of the year when we need to get students geared up for summer reading. Here is a 
checklist to help you and your team prepare quickly and easily to launch Renaissance myON® Reader 
with your students.
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o Initial Planning 

 3 Establish goals and indicators 
 n Define what success will look like. Consider time spent reading or number of 
  books read. 

 3 Provide data to the myON team to set up individual login credentials 
   n Create unique usernames and passwords to allow for easy monitoring of
    reading progress.  
 
 3 Determine if quizzes will be turned on or off 
  n Should students take a quiz after every book they read? Consider the options for 
   your summer program. 
 
o Logistics 

 3 Distribute usernames and passwords 
 n Use a template and print labels or have students write down their credentials. 

 3 Complete the initial assessments 
   n Programs see the most success when students complete an initial assessment in   
    school before the end of the school year. Set appropriately 5-8 minutes for the  
    interest inventory and 25 minutes maximum for the placement test. 
 
 3 Finish reading at least one book 
  n Maximize reading time and minimize obstacles. Allow readers to feel success with 
   finishing a book before the end of the school year. 



Summer reading kickoff event checklist     

Because reading over the summer is so important, you’ll want to be sure students and their 
families are engaged and able to access myON digital books while they are out of school. 

Planning a summer reading kickoff event can help propel students into summer reading with 
the support and encouragement of the adults in their lives. 

Here is a basic checklist to help get things organized.

1. Assemble a Summer Reading Launch Team 

Include key members of the school staff (administrator, library-media specialist, literacy 
specialist, etc.) as well as representatives from your parent-teacher association and 
community partners who support your school’s literacy efforts.   
 

2.  Convene a planning meeting at least 3 months prior to the end of your school year   
 
 o Set the date, time, and location for your summer kickoff event
 o Set an event agenda and plan activities
 o Identify speakers / guest speakers 
 o Budget and arrange for prizes, refreshments, etc.  
 o Select / create handouts—see the templates and materials provided in this toolkit  
 o Determine how you will announce the event and invite families and others to attend  
  (school website, calendar, newsletter; letters and calls home to families; etc.) 
 o Plan to document the excitement and capture it in photos, social media posts, etc. 
 o Assign tasks and set a timetable for completion
 o Set a timeline for follow-up meetings to tighten up the event planning
 o Set a post-event review meeting to evaluate the event and send out thank you notes 
  to volunteers



3.  Other considerations
 
 o Arrange for translators, transportation, and  
  childcare, if needed 
 o Ensure that Wi-Fi / technology are working and   
  adequate for the size of the event 
 o Set up a staffed computer station to show families  
  how to log in, help them download mobile apps   
  onto their devices if needed, and demonstrate how  
  students can download and read books offline, etc. 
 o Be sure families who don’t have Wi-Fi at home know  
  where they can access Wi-Fi in the community—  
  so students can read online or download more 
  books for offline reading 
 
Sample Event Agenda   

Welcome and introductions 

Importance of summer reading—school or community 
speaker 
 
(Show video or statistics about how the summer slide affects student achievement over time)
 
Student voices—talking about their summer reading goals, what they like to read, etc.  
 
Overview of summer reading with Renaissance myON® Reader for families 
 • Unlimited access   
 • Available resources from toolkit (Getting Started with myON Reader, Login  
  Bookmark, etc.)  
 • Brief demo that may include: 
 n Logging in and using the book reader and literacy tools 
 n Offline reading using free mobile apps   
 n Student monitoring of reading activity via dashboards and student  
  profile report (infographic)  
 • Q&A  

Announcement of summer reading challenge and/or other incentives   
 
Refreshments 

Because reading 
over the summer 
is so important, 
you’ll want to be 
sure students and 
their families are 
engaged and able 
to access myON 
digital books 
while they are out 
of school. 



Create your own reading contest  
We want to give you the tools to create your own, personalized reading contest in your school or 
district. Below are ideas of various ways to run myON® reading competitions with your students 
this summer. Set up your own dates and contest parameters and we will help spark some ideas 
from there!  
 
Each contest situation provides recommended data reports to find your reading winner and reward 
ideas to go along with it.  On the following pages you will find an editable contest poster, so you 
can add your specific contest information, then print and hand out to your students and families. A 
certificate template for student readers also is included. 
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Reading Contests  
Find Your Reading Winner
Report to use: Time Spent Reading 

Top Reader in the Grade or Class
Report to use: Time Spent Reading,
Books Read or Lexile® Growth
 
Top Class in the District, School, or Grade
Report to use: Time Spent Reading

 
Top Grade in the School
Report to use: Time Spent Reading
 
Top School in the District
Report to use: Time Spent Reading, Books Read 
or Lexile® Growth

Reward Ideas  
Top Reader
 • Principal for the day
 • Breakfast with teacher

Top Class
 • Pizza Party
 •  Extended Recess
 • Ice Cream Social
 • Movie Day and Popcorn Party
 

Top Grade
 •  Read-a-thon—set up camp
  and read all day long!
 • Dodgeball Tournament

Top School
 • Theme Day—Dress-up of your choice
 • Principal will dye/shave hair

Top Reader in District
 • Recognition in school newspaper
 • KindleFire HD giveaway

Disclaimer: these are suggested reward ideas, Renaissance will not be providing these rewards.
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Contest Details

READING CONTEST

YOUR ADVENTURE AWAITS! 
Read on myON® for a chance to win!

READING CONTEST DATES: 
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of the

SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION
SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION

Presented to

Teacher/Administrator Date

Reading ContestReading ContestmyON®



Dear Families,

This summer, your student(s) will have access to Renaissance myON® Reader, which 
includes an engaging collection of more than 6,000 digital books. 

These books can be accessed at home, in summer programs or anywhere in the 
community where you have Internet access! Students can also read on the go by 
downloading books for offline reading using free mobile apps. 

Students and families can access these digital books for independent reading, 
research, and fun! You and your students will be able to see reading progress on their 
student dashboards. 

We hope you find this program as exciting as we do and will join us in investing 
in your students’ literacy success. Please encourage them to continue to read all 
summer long! 
 
 

 
School Administrator

©Copyright 2019 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 305519/012919
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Getting started with Renaissance myON® Reader 
Students have access to a personalized literacy environment designed to help them 
learn to read and love to read. 

 • Choose from thousands of digital books
 •  Available 24/7, year-round for independent reading and teacher assignments
 •  Read at home, at school, in the library, in community centers, even on a bus or 

in a car
 •  Read online on any web-enabled device, including tablets, notebooks, and
  desktop computers
 •  Download up to 20 books at a time to read offline
 •  Free mobile apps for iPads, Android devices, Chromebooks, and Kindle Fire HD

Reading with myON is as easy as 1, 2, 3! 
1: Log In 
 Follow the instructions provided by your school, district, or community program  
 to log in to myON Reader. New users will be prompted to take an interest 
 inventory and Lexile® placement assessment to get started. All students will 
 access myON Reader from their own age-appropriate dashboards. 
 
2: Select Books
 From their dashboards, students can select recommended books that match  
 their interests and reading level. They can also browse and search the entire   
 collection, and tag books to add to their own lists for future reading. 
 
3: Start Reading! 
 The book reader allows students to select optional reading supports including  
 audio, text highlighting, and an embedded dictionary for any book they choose 
 to read.



School name: 

______________________________
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______________________________

Password: 

______________________________

Please visit www.myON.com to find 
your Reading Adventure! 
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Bookmark template



Go to: 

______________________________

Log in with: 

______________________________

Questions? Contact: 

______________________________
Please visit www.myON.com to find 

your Reading Adventure! 
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Bookmark template for Clever users 



Offline reading with myON® Reader 
Renaissance myON® Reader is a web-based personalized literacy platform that keep students reading and learning all 
year long. When Wi-Fi is available, it is recommended that students log in to their accounts through myON.com or Clever 
Instant Login to access the full functionality of myON Reader.  They can continue reading when they are offline, using free 
mobile apps. Here is all the information you will need to get them started!

Available apps
First, download the app that will work on your students’ devices. If you aren’t sure, use the Google Chrome app, since that 
will work on a variety of devices through a Google Chrome browser! They must have Wi-Fi available to download an app.

 •  Chrome Store: https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/myon/jahdnkaoagdemliakgkedafnhlafpamg
 •  iPad: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/myon/id548056295?mt=8
 •  Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.capstonedigital
 •  KindleFire HD: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product?ASIN=B00DQWC7EG 
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Setting up devices for offline reading
Regardless of the platform the app is on, the same steps apply to set up the 
device for use with myON. You must have Wi-Fi available to set up a device.

1. Open the new myON app on the device.

2. Choose to “Add User” or “Link User.”

3.  Follow the onscreen instructions, and 
enter your school, username, and PIN*. 
*The four digit PIN can be found in the top 
right corner of the myON dashboard. App users 
have to use their PIN as the password when 
connecting to the app for the FIRST TIME ONLY. 
Students must take interest inventory and 
placement FIRST and then their dashboard will 
appear and they will have access to their PIN.

4.  Once added, it’s time to sign in! Students 
should select their name, and enter the 
username when prompted.

5.  When they are signed in, students can 
start adding books to read anytime. They 
should choose the “Add Book” or “+” icon, 
and search to find books to add. When 
they have found a book to add, they  just 
click “Download.” They can repeat for up 
to 20 books. When they are signed into 
the app, students can also download 
books directly to the app from their 
accounts on myON.com. 

Reading offline
If students are ready 
to read, but Wi-Fi isn’t 
available, that’s ok! They 
just need to launch their 
myON app and sign 
in. They should select 
their name and enter 
their username when 
prompted. Once they are 
signed in, they can read 
any of the books they have 
previously downloaded. 

Synching 
reading data
Synching reading data 
is automatic with the 
myON app. The next time 
students are in a Wi-Fi 
zone, they just need to 
open the myON app. Any 
reading statistics not yet 
shared with the myON 
website from the app will 
automatically synch and 
send. Students can expect 
to see the data in their 
myON accounts within 24 
hours after synching.

Chromebook Android iPad

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/myon/jahdnkaoagdemliakgkedafnhlafpamg
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/myon/id548056295?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.capstonedigital
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product?ASIN=B00DQWC7EG


Grade  
Level Title Author Publisher

KG - 2 Fox: City Safari Thomas, Isabel Heinemann-
Raintree

KG - 2 Racoon: City Safari Thomas, Isabel Heinemann-
Raintree

PK - 2 Barn Owls: Nocturnal Hunters Rissman, Rebecca Heinemann-
Raintree

KG - 1 Let's Look at South Africa Clapper, Nikki 
Bruno Capstone Press

KG - 1 Let's Look at Greece Clapper, Nikki 
Bruno Capstone Press

1 - 3 Helping the Environment Parker, Victoria Heinemann-
Raintree

KG - 2 Red Eyes or Blue Feathers: A Book About 
Animal Colors

Stockland, Patricia 
M.

Picture Window 
Books

PK - 2 Clothing of the World Loewen, Nancy; 
Skelley, Paula Capstone Press

PK - 2 Amazon Adventure deMarin, Layne Capstone Press

1 - 2 Dino Hunt: A Robot and Rico Story Suen, Anastasia Stone Arch 
Books

1 - 2 The Noisy Night: A Pet Club Story Hooks, Gwendolyn Stone Arch 
Books

1 - 3 The Not-so-Deadly Dragon Tulien, Sean Stone Arch 
Books

PK - 3 Pets on Vacation Jenck, Heidi 
Shelton

Picture Window 
Books

1 - 3 Vacation Queen Peschke, Marci Picture Window 
Books

2 - 3 Rocky and Daisy Take a Vacation Crow, Melinda 
Melton

Stone Arch 
Books

PK - 2 A Nature Walk on the Beach Spilsbury, Louise; 
Spilsbury, Richard

Heinemann-
Raintree

PK - 1 Summer: Signs of the Season Around 
North America Gerard, Valerie J. Picture Window 

Books

1 - 3 Nature Calls Young, Jessica Picture Window 
Books

PK - 1 Patterns in Nature Alaina, Maria Capstone Press

PK - 2 Whose Home Is This? Murphy, Julie Capstone Press

3 - 5 Human Environmental Impact: How We 
Affect Earth Sawyer, Ava Capstone Press

3 - 5 Sleepover Girls: Willow's Spring Break 
Adventure Jones, Jen Stone Arch 

Books

3 - 6 Grassland Food Chains Silverman, Buffy Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 6 Rain Forest Food Chains Moore, Heidi Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 5 France: A Benjamin Blog and His 
Inquisitive Dog Guide Ganeri, Anita Heinemann-

Raintree

3 - 5 Egypt: A Benjamin Blog and His 
Inquisitive Dog Guide Ganeri, Anita Heinemann-

Raintree

4 - 6 Writing and Staging Adventure Plays Guillain, Charlotte Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 6 Windsurfing Winner Maddox, Jake Stone Arch 
Books

3 - 5 Day of the Field Trip Zombies Nickel, Scott Stone Arch 
Books

Grade  
Level Title Author Publisher

3 - 5 A Weekend with Dinosaurs: Fantasy 
Science Field Trips Throp, Claire Heinemann-

Raintree

3 - 6 The Yellowstone Kidnapping That Wasn't Brezenoff, Steve Stone Arch 
Books

3 - 6 The Grand Canyon Burros That Broke Brezenoff, Steve Stone Arch 
Books

3 - 6 The Amazing Lewis and Clark Expedition Blashfield, Jean F. Capstone Press

2 - 5 Secret of the Summer School Zombies Nickel, Scott Stone Arch 
Books

3 - 6 Softball Surprise Maddox, Jake Stone Arch 
Books

2 - 5 The Monster of Lake Lobo Nickel, Scott Stone Arch 
Books

2 - 6 Destined for Space: Our Story of 
Exploration Nardo, Don Capstone Press

2 - 6 Giant Squid: Searching for a Sea Monster Cerullo, Mary M Capstone Press

3 - 5 Shocking Sharks Guillain, Charlotte Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 6 The Legend of the Bermuda Triangle Troupe, Thomas 
Kingsley

Picture Window 
Books

6 - 10 Sustaining Our Natural Resources Green, Jen Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 9 Matthew Henson: Arctic Adventurer Hoena, B. A. Capstone Press

3 - 9 Investigating Machu Picchu: An Isabel 
Soto Archaeology Adventure Sohn, Emily Capstone Press

3 - 9 Uncovering Mummies: An Isabel Soto 
Archaeology Adventure Biskup, Agnieszka Capstone Press

6 - 10 Food Chains and Webs Solway, Andrew Heinemann-
Raintree

3 - 9 The Guys' Guide to Making the Outdoors 
More Awesome Braun, Eric Capstone Press

3 - 9 The Amazing Story of Space Travel: Max 
Axiom STEM Adventures Biskup, Agnieszka Capstone Press

3 - 9 Camping for Kids Howard, Melanie A. Capstone Press

3 - 9 Busting Boredom in the Great Outdoors Omoth, Tyler Capstone Press

6 - 6 Sea Turtles' Race to the Sea: A Cause 
and Effect Investigation Allen, Kathy Capstone Press

5 - 9 Peter Pan: A Graphic Novel Barrie, J.M. Stone Arch 
Books

5 - 9 Mars Rover: How a Self-Portrait Captured 
the Power of Curiosity

Smith-Llera, 
Danielle

Compass Point 
Books

5 - 9
Finding the Titanic: How Images from 
the Ocean Depths Fueled Interest in the 
Doomed Ship

Burgan, Michael Compass Point 
Books

3 - 9 Unsolved Mysteries of Nature Montgomery, 
Heather L. Capstone Press

3 - 9 Extreme Water Sports Butler, Erin K. Capstone Press

6 - 9 The Mothman's Shadow Strange, Jason Stone Arch 
Books

3 - 9 Campfire Chef: Mouthwatering Campfire 
Recipes Omoth, Tyler Capstone Press

5 - 9 Pirates: Truth and Rumors Price, Sean Stewart Capstone Press

5 - 8 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Twain, Mark myON Classics

3 - 9 Jane Goodall: Animal Scientist Krohn, Katherine Capstone Press

Suggested summer reading booklist
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